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STATEMENT ON PI KAPPA ALPHA INCIDENT 10/30/96 
NEWS 
SHELLY FLOCK, Public Affairs 
600 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleston, IL 61920-3099 
Phone: (217} 581-5983 
FAX: (217) 581-5314 
Web: http://www.eiu.edu 
CHARLESTON -- Following reports that a group of students harassed participants in 
Eastern's homecoming parade, President David Jorns today condemned the reported behavior 
and promised a swift and appropriate response. "I am dismayed and personally offended that the 
fine reputation the great majority of our students maintain in this community has reportedly been 
tarnished by the actions of a few. I was distressed to hear complaints from students, faculty, 
staff, and community participants in our parade that they were subjected to abuse from a group of 
. 
spectators who were reportedly our students." 
The complaints centered on a house at 1110 Sixth Street occupied by members of Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternity, where Charleston police alleged that persons in a crowd estimated at 50 
to 100 had open alcohol, interfered with the parade, participated in vulgar action and shouted 
obscenities, threw items, and grabbed members of marching units. The majority of those 
observed were reportedly wearing Pi Kappa Alpha clothing. Three student tenants at that 
address were cited by Charleston police for allowing a disturbance of the peace. 
"The student affairs staff has begun an inquiry. If parade interference, vulgar comments, 
throwing of items, and grabbing of participants occurred as initially reported to me, swift and 
appropriate disciplinary action will be taken. It is bad enough when such a long-standing 
University tradition, and the enjoyment of the entire community, is damaged by the actions of a 
few. It is all the more distressing when our otherwise exemplary fraternity and sorority system 
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may be implicated. On behalf of the University I apologize to the parade participants who were 
subjected to this, and to others who witnessed it," Jorns said. 
Although the University has taken no official action against Pi Kappa Alpha pending the 
outcome of its formal inquiry, the national office of Pi Kappa Alpha has placed Eastern's chapter 
of Pi Kappa Alpha on probation for the rest of the academic year, which means they will be 
required to meet strict expectations outlined by the national office. If those expectations are not 
met, the chapter is in jeopardy of losing its charter, according to Becky Marushak, assistant 
director of Student Life/Greek Affairs at Eastern. "A chapter's charter can only be revoked by the 
national office, not the University," Marushak explained. 
In addition, Pi Kappa Alpha President Jason Stipp has suspended the chapter's social 
privileges indefinitely. Mandatory attendance will be required for the University's Greek 
Education Series, as well as at chapter-sponsored educational programs, particularly ones 
covering sensitivity and risk management, Marushak said. A representative from the national 
office will be visiting campus in several weeks to make an assessment of Pi Kappa Alpha. The 
fraternity has written letters of apology to various constituencies. 
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